Potential savings for PA taxpayers under HB 1013

by Mark Moore, CHAP Advisory Board Member

Present savings

Based on 2009-2010 school year statistics there are 21,240 * homeschooled children who have a
filed affidavit in PA. Based upon the current cost per student of $14,675 2 that amounts to a total
taxpayer savings of $311,697,000 ($312 million) in 2010. This is an annual savings each year to
school districts and the Commonwealth since they have the same revenue with 21,240 less
students who receive little *, if any benefits from their schools.

Lost savings under the current law

Our current law is the second most restrictive in the country * and it has cost us in more ways
than one. In 2013 there were about 54 million ° school age children in the United States. There
are also a little over 2 million homeschooled children ® which makes home educated children
about 4% of the U.S. student population. In PA there are 1.8 million ’ students in K-12. Based on
the national average of 4%, Pennsylvania should have about 72,000 home educated children, yet
there are only a little over 21,000 (about 1.2%) as stated above. It would seem that the high
requirements of the law have actually discouraged home education in the Commonwealth. As a
direct result, this has defunded public education by 734 million dollars this year, not to mention
the billions lost over the past decade or more. Additionally, while the rest of the nation is seeing
a growth rate of 2% in home education 8, Pennsylvania has been experiencing a 2% decrease °
for the past five years.

Potential savings under the new law

1.) Under HB1013 school districts would no longer need to collect, evaluate, and return the
student portfolios. Along with this process is usually a written response or request for additional
information and a letter when the portfolio is ready to be picked up. For practical purposes it
would probably take the school district staff about an hour to review each student's work, plus
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additional time to write a short summary and other communication with the home educator.
Roughly about 1 1/2 hours total. Using the 2009-2010 number of homeschooled students of
21,240 as presented above, that would be 31,860 total hours for all Pennsylvania school districts.
The cost would amount to $42.89 per hour *° based on the U.S. labor statistics for state and local
government employees. That would be a total savings of $1,366,475 (1.4 million) per year just
by eliminating the unnecessary step of school district evaluations of portfolios.

2.) Additionally, by lowering our State's homeschool regulation to a more moderate level in line
with most other states, as proposed under the new law, it would encourage more people to begin
homeschooling their children. This in turn will bring up the percentage of home educated
students to reflect the national average of 4%. Over the course of time, as stated above, can be a
exponential taxpayer savings of 734 million dollars per year. But it doesn't stop there. When that
point arrives, based on the national average of 2% annual homeschool growth ** the
Commonwealth should continue to see an additional 6 million dollars more each year to spend
on public education since those homeschooled families would continue paying taxes without any
benefit. This is a win-win situation for all Pennsylvania citizens. It allows homeschooling
families more freedom to educate their own children, it frees taxpayers from extra assessment,
and it gives school districts more money to use on less students.

In conclusion, HB 1013 if passed, could potentially add several billion dollars over the next
decade to fund public education by producing more home educated students. It should also be
noted, that from an investment stand point, home education yields better results. Public schools
are annually leaving behind 22% to 25% of their students *2 in reading and math, not to mention
the high drop out rate. Cyber schools are not much better. They take needed monies from the
school districts with sometimes poorer results *3. Yet by contrast, homeschooled students
consistently excel 15 to 30 percentile points * above public-schooled students on academic
achievement tests.
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