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What Makes A Convention Successful?
What makes the Christian Homeschool Association of  Pennsylvania (CHAP) Con-
vention a success? Being my first year as the CHAP Convention Coordinator, I’ve 
been struggling to find the answer to that very question. Is it the speaker line-up? The 
number of  vendors? The giveaway prizes? The air freshener to mask the Farm Show 
odors? What is it that attracts people and keeps them coming back? I, along with 
countless others, have longed to discover that one reason that would double or even 
triple our attendance.

While all of  those components no doubt add to the Convention appeal, my heart 
keeps returning to one core ingredient: a commitment to Christ-centered, home-based 
education. After all is that not the very reason CHAP is in existence?

CHAP was founded by dedicated homeschool families who believed in Christ-cen-
tered, home-based education. They wanted it for their children, and they wanted to see 
homeschooling go viral. They sacrificed time and resources and spent years building 
CHAP into what it is today. They were, and still are, nothing short of  committed to 
instilling principles that will remain strong for generations to come.

The CHAP founders did not come to the Convention solely to pick out the top rated 
curriculum, to shop the best deals on math manipulatives, or because CHAP had the 
best looking logo. They came together because of  their commitment to support the 
homeschooling movement. 

“Teach this testimony and law to your children, so that the next generation 
would know it, so that the children not yet born would themselves arise and tell 
their own children, who could then put their confidence in God”  Psalm 78:5b-6.

As the next wave of  homeschoolers, it’s our turn to teach our children so that the next 
generation would also know it. Let’s teach them the importance of  encouraging and 
supporting one another along the way. Let’s teach them where to find resources that 
will help them attain even greater achievements. Let’s teach them the value of  coming 
together and maintaining a presence in the political realm. And most importantly, let’s 
teach them to cherish their Christ-centered, home-based education.

It is CHAP’s desire to continue adding more and more to the Convention. Oh the 
ideas that float in my head of  promotions, events, and ways to “sell CHAP!” However 
I pray that CHAP will never let those elements overshadow the real reason that drives 
the success of  the Convention and the organization: a commitment to Christ-centered, 
home-based education.

Please support the 28th Annual CHAP Homeschool Convention, and may you be 
richly blessed!

-Tami Perrin, CHAP Convention Coordinator

Convention Corner
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 Parents
       Mark & Corie Moore
    Children
        Charity, Christy, Charissa, &   
        Chaeli

Hometown
     Harrisburg, PA

How long have you been 
homeschooling? What was one 
of the main reasons you chose to 
homeschool?
We have been homeschooling for 
about 16 years. We actually started 
because we were missionary can-
didates heading to the Philippines 
back in 1995. Our only other choice 
would have been to send our girls 
away to boarding school, and we 
didn't like that option. We only knew 
of  a few families in our church back 
then who were homeschooling, but 
it was a common thing to do on the 
mission field especially in isolated 
areas where we were. Those first few 
years we were filled with fear and 
trepidation as we began the journey, 
often wondering if  our girls were at 
the same grade level as their peers 
back in the United States.

In what activities does your 
family participate?
We are part of  a non-academic 
co-op that meets twice a month. 
All the girls participated in a variety 
of  supplemental classes, field trips, 
and performed piano recitals at the 
co-op's annual fine arts festival. The 

to explore creative ideas, but later incor-
porated some unit studies and "unschool-
ing" practices. I also try to foster the 
girls' individual interests when possible. 
The other day Chaeli was asking about 
cockroaches so I looked it up online to 
show her. 

We are a family of  modest means so we 
check out our options as best we can 
before making purchases. Once it's been 
bought, we make it work! We try to keep 
in mind that the curriculum doesn't make 
the learning experience; it's the care and 
involvement of  the parent that makes the 
difference. We also try to teach our girls 
life skills and how to do things God's 
way, not just academics.

What has been one of the highlights 
for you in homeschooling your 
children?
It cracks us up whenever our little one 
complains that she doesn't like school, yet 
all day she sneaks around so she can read 
a book, puts price tags on her toy grocer-
ies and makes her own play money, draws 
tons of  pictures, and finishes off  the day 
trying to make her bedtime prayers rhyme. 
I guess that's homeschooling at its best.

Our adopted teen came to us in mid-
April with incredible challenges. She was 
two grades behind and her academic re-
cords raised concerns. Our school district 
was against us homeschooling so late in 
the year. We decided to proceed anyway, 
knowing it was the right thing to do! Af-
ter we got the PA Department of  Educa-

tion involved, the school supervisor gave 
us his approval. We were delighted several 
weeks later when Charissa tested two 
grades higher during her assessment with 
our evaluator. Our persistence and the 
one-on-one focused attention paid off! 

In spite of  all worries about our older 
girls' homeschool education, they both 
received excellent scholarships at a pri-
vate college. Charity graduated summa 
cum laude in Archaeology with honors. 
Christy, despite taking on a heavy course 
load and working, graduated cum laude. 
They both are out of  the nest and on 
their own now.

What was your favorite field trip?
We went all out this past summer and 
took Charissa and Chaeli with us to 
Algonquin Provincial Park in Ontario, 
Canada. We roughed it for a week car-
rying all our gear in backpacks as we ca-
noed in pristine beauty. There was no cell 
phone coverage, and we were miles from 
any human being. We rowed about five 
miles each day and camped at a different 
site each night. Everyone had assigned 
tasks and had to pull their own load. It 
was hard, but we had a lot of  fun too. It 
helped the girls learn responsibility, and 
it bonded us together in a way we could 
never have accomplished while being 
around people.

What was one of the funniest things 
that happened during a homeschool 
day?
One recent memory I have came at my 
own expense. The girls had picked up 
some chestnuts in our neighborhood. 
They had worms in them, and I decided 
to make this a learning opportunity. I was 
happy with myself  for uncharacteristi-
cally deviating from our curriculum, but I 
grew frustrated working the microscope. 
Finally I got one worm into position and 
was trying to adjust the lens. The girls 
were huddled right beside me, anxiously 
waiting to take a peek. When it focused 
perfectly I screamed and jumped in hor-
ror! The girls couldn't believe my reaction 

and were holding their stomachs laughing 
so hard. They couldn't wait to report my 
mortified reaction to their father when he 
got home. Those worm heads were really 
freaky looking!

What have you found to be a 
challenge in homeschooling? Any 
tips in dealing with that challenge?
Teaching our 8 year old, who has trouble 
focusing, as well as our adopted 15 year 
old, who has many developmental delays, 
can be exhausting. What we have learned 
is that we can't fix it, and we are not 
always up to the task, but this causes us 
to lean harder on the Lord for wisdom, 
strength, and patience. We take it one 
day at a time, just as Jesus said in Mat-
thew 6:33-34. Also at the past two CHAP 
Conventions we crossed paths with two 
vendors who spoke on these very issues, 
and we've been implementing their ma-
terials.

What advice would you give to 
someone who has just begun 
homeschooling?
Don't stress 
yourselves out! 
Start with a 
complete cur-
riculum that 
has all your 
subjects, that 
way you don't 
have to worry 
about over-
looking any 
areas. As you 
feel more 
confident 
supplement 
with things 
that you 
find fit 
your kid's 
needs and 
personal-
ity. This 
can be as major as trying a 
new math curriculum, or just a minor 
tweak like adding or changing a history 

research project. Better yet go on a 
hike to show your kids real leaves and 
tree types instead of  sitting at the din-
ing room table looking at them in the 
book. 

Most of  all make learning fun and 
discover their areas of  interest. Once 
your kids enjoy learning you won't need 
to make them do their schoolwork. 
Read to your children, especially when 
they are young! Even since our kids are 
older we often do family read alouds. 
It's fun and creates good memories. 

Last but probably most important, 
don't focus solely on academics. Think 
of  homeschooling as discipling your 
children. Character building is just as 
important as math or language. Have 
a regular family devotion. Mark always 
says, "If  nothing else happens on a 
school day besides teaching my chil-
dren to love and obey the Lord, it was 
a great day!"

Mark and Corie currently serve on the 
CHAP Advisory Board.

Side by Side
older two were very involved in Genera-
tion Joshua through HSLDA and took 
part in drama camps. Last year Charissa 
really enjoyed gymnastics, and Chaeli 
loved her dance classes. This year we 
cut back to just weekly P.E. classes. In 
addition our family is very active politi-
cally and has helped campaign for many 
conservative candidates over the years.

What have been your most helpful 
resources?
I can't imagine homeschooling without 
CHAP! We didn't start out attending the 
annual Convention, but the Lord put us 
in the same church and Sunday school 
class with several of  the CHAP Board 
Members. They were a tremendous help 
to us with advice and getting a handle on 
all the hoops we had to jump through 
with the school district. Buying curricu-
lum at the Convention has now become 
secondary to the encouragement that we 
receive by listening to the great speakers 
and mingling with other homeschoolers. 
Additionally comparing notes and sharing 
struggles and materials in our Christian 
co-op setting has also been a wonderful 
lifeline in our homeschooling journey.

What educational philosophy/
curriculum do you follow?
We mainly use a traditional approach to 
homeschooling and utilize a complete 
curriculum like Switched on School 
House or A Beka. Sing, Spell, Read, 
and Write as well as Miquon Math have 
always been a standard for us for each of  
the girls. Initially I was too overwhelmed 
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Heather was struggling in her 1st grade class at the 
Christian school. I pulled her out in 1984 in order to teach my 
bright, but active little girl how to read. It was easier and harder than 
I thought it would be. I saw academic improvement and knew that 
homeschooling was the right decision for us. I also realized that I 
wanted to continue even after she learned to read. A few months later 
a talk radio host ranted, “these homeschoolers are planning on taking 
over the country.” My goal had been just to teach her how to read, but 
I liked the idea of  a bigger goal. While world domination was not my 
plan I started to deeply consider: Why was I homeschooling?

The simple answer was because my husband and I sensed God  
telling us to homeschool, but what was the purpose, the end goal? 
What were our goals for our children? Everyone should take time to 
consider personal, individual goals. While much of  homeschooling is 
the little step by step, day by day process, we want to regularly raise 
our eyes to the prize. While picking curriculum, making lesson plans, 
teaching and learning every day are crucial, we need to regularly look 
at the big picture and recognize the end goal. Each family’s goals will 
be unique, but perhaps reading my goals will help you start your own 
considerations.

My first goal was that each of  my girls know and love the Lord with 
her whole heart and that she walk in integrity with Him.

My second goal was that they would be prepared to fulfill God’s call-
ing on their lives. I did not presume to know God’s calling for them, 
so I needed to provide the opportunity for an excellent, broad educa-
tion which recognized and maximized their strengths, while recogniz-
ing and compensating for their weaknesses. An important part of  this 
preparation was for them to see the world and all knowledge through 
a Christian worldview.

My third goal was that they would love learning and be lifelong learn-
ers. If  they loved learning they could overcome any of  my insufficien-
cies in providing their education. If  they were lifelong learners they 
would most likely succeed in their careers, and most importantly, they 
would continue to grow, both mentally and spiritually.  

Homeschooling was not my goal, but homeschooling was a marvel-
ous tool and environment in which to reach my goals. After you make 
your goals make sure to share them with your children so they see the 
purpose of  their education and time with you. As you share with your 
children they can be inspired and envisioned for their lives and for 
their future children. 

Colene Lewis has served on the board of  Arizona Families for Home Education 
for over 13 years. She has presented at numerous confer-
ences, including the National English Teachers Conven-
tion and the Arizona Home Educators’ Convention. She 
is the co-author of  Russia: The Land of  Endurance 
and presently works for the Alliance Defending Freedom. 
Colene Lewis will be speaking at the 2014 CHAP 
Convention. 

WHY 

Are You
Homeschooling? 

It has been one of those days. I am exhausted. This 
homeschooling thing is sometimes harder than it looks. Finally 
lunchtime arrives, followed by the boys racing outside to romp 
and play.  We all need this break. My tired body sinks into the 
sofa as I reach for my phone to dial my mom. I pour out my 
sob story. This one son of  mine is taking forever to get anything 
done.  Why can’t he just buckle down and focus? And the 
drama… Don’t get me started on the drama. 

As I paused to catch my breath, mid-rant I detect a faint snicker. 
It soon stopped as my mom said something along the lines of, 
“Sounds like you’ve had a rough day, honey.” But that laugh was 
enough to cause me to reflect. Had I been that child for my own 
mother? Were there days when she was pulling her hair out? 

I reached back into the recesses of  my childhood homeschool 
memories. Why yes, she had been frustrated at times. As a girl 
I had been frustrated too, but the overarching points that stick 
with me now are memories where we overcame these obstacles, 
memories of  magical moments learning together, memories of  
overcoming my penchant for the dramatic, and memories of  
her helping me learn how to hone my focus.

She had not only invested her time to homeschool us, but she 
had also invested her heart. She had not only taught me my 
ABCs and 1,2,3s, she had taught us how to think. She had 

taught me critical life skills forged in the fires of  those home-
school days. She had taught me how to bring the sacred into the 
everyday. My life is forever altered because of  her investment in 
my life.  

Suddenly I was brought back to the present; my perspective 
changed. I can laugh at the days to come. Yes, raising these 
children of  mine can be a challenge, but I am up for it. The 
Lord used a snicker to help bring perspective. He would sustain 
me, just as He has for those who have undertaken this adven-
ture before me. The investment I make today will prepare these 
children of  mine for the future. It will prepare not only this 
generation, but also the generations to come. If  nothing else, I 
can take comfort in the fact that one day they’ll understand too, 
because what goes around comes around. And when this hap-
pens, I’ll get to provide that snicker. I can’t wait.

Heather Haupt delights in the adventure of  learning alongside her husband 
and four kids!  Drawing on her unique perspectives in biology and as a 
homeschool graduate who is now in the trenches 
educating her own children, she encourages parents 
to pursue a loving, holistic, and developmentally 
appropriate approach to education.  She currently 
blogs at: http://heatherhaupt.com  Heather 
Haupt will be speaking at the 2014 CHAP 
Convention. 

PersPective 
changes

EvErything
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Be quiet. That’s right. Stop talking sometimes, especially at 
critical thinking moments. This is one of  the hardest things for 
me to do. Here’s how I typically get it wrong.

“So Glenn, you’ve got two fractions, 
and you need to divide one by the other.”

He begins to think. He’s working it out in his brain. He’s sort-
ing. Accessing. Processing. But before he’s able to complete the 
newly forming thought, a little mommy bird begins chirping in 
his ear. 
 

“Do you remember?”

 “What’s the rule again?”

 “Think. There’s something special you need to do.” 

 “How does that little math rhyme go again?”

Peck. Peck. Peck. About this time the little line of  thought that 
his brain was forming disintegrates, and he slams his pencil 
down on the workbook in frustration. 

Here’s the sad result: he now believes he’s not good at math. 
But the truth may be that he can’t do math with constant chat-
ter feeding into his ear at the same time that he’s attempting an 
intense mental activity. 

Here’s an idea. Stop talking. Wait. Truly wait. . . in silence. . . 
until he takes this thought as far as he can. Let him complete 

the download. He may not get the right answer, but you can 
deal with that after it arises. In fact his wrong answer may give 
you a clear clue of  just where he’s going wrong in his thought. 
If  you stop the process before that point, you may get nothing, 
and now you have no idea where he went off  track.

But also possible, he may get the answer right. It’s just as likely that 
he needed time to process the information all the way to the 
end, time to create the neural pathways that learning new stuff  
requires. In our house we call this building new roads in the brain 
and then building little garages in which to store this new piece of  
understanding. That initial garage is kind of  flimsy and weak 
on the first journey. It will take several more trips down the 
road and into that garage to reinforce and strengthen it, but if  
the process is blown off  track midstream by our “helpful chat-
ter,” then the garage never gets built. 

Sometimes we just need to let it be—allow our kids the 
freedom to think, to process, to work it through slowly  
until it makes sense. Sometimes we just need to be quiet. 

Carol Barnier is known for instantly usable and highly practical  
strategies and ideas to make anyone’s homeschool go smoother. She  
couples her tips with loads of  humor, to keep you 
laughing while you’re learning. She is a frequent  
guest on Focus on the Family’s Weekend 
Magazine and has written for dozens of   
publications. Check her out at www.carolbarnier.com 
or see her community for parents with  
distractible kids at www.SizzleBop.com.  
Carol Barnier will be speaking at the 2014  
CHAP Convention. 

The BesT 

Teaching Tip

No One Ever 

Told You

Here is a true story about “teach(ing) this testimony and 
law to your children, so that the next generation would 
know it.” (Psalm 78:5-6) It’s an excerpt from our latest 
Greathall Productions recording, “I Said I Could and I Did: 
True Stories of 20th Century Americans.” 
Harry Truman was the last American President never to attend a univer-
sity. His family didn’t have money for that. Harry was born on a farm 
in Missouri where “there was a corn field and forty acres in bluegrass, 
and a spring right in the middle (where) we used to catch tadpoles.” The 
Trumans soon moved to a town with the best name ever for a president’s 
hometown: Independence, Missouri.

No one would have singled Harry out as a future leader of  a nation. He 
wore thick glasses, had flat feet, and his was not a voice made for grand 
speeches. But Harry had other advantages. He grew up among people 
who talked regularly about right and wrong and about personal responsi-
bility. And he loved to read stories from history.

Harry Truman’s favorite books throughout his life were the Bible, the 
works of  William Shakespeare, and Lives of  the Noble Greeks and Romans 
by the Greek writer Plutarch who lived in Rome two thousand years ago. 
Plutarch told true stories of  ancient leaders and analyzed what made 
them great and where some of  them went wrong. Harry learned to really 
think about what he read, whether he was studying King David or Julius 
Caesar. “The reason you read books is so you’ll get a better insight into 
people,” he said later. “When I was in politics, I used what had happened 
before as an example. You see, human nature doesn’t change. The only 
thing new in the world is the history you don’t know.”

Of  course Harry never figured he’d be someone to make history. But his 
friends suggested, “Harry, you know more about politics than anybody. 
There’s an election coming for county judge. You ought to run.” He 
worked his way up from the local to the state levels. Finally as a U.S. Sena-
tor from Missouri he came to the attention of  President Franklin Roos-
evelt. FDR asked Harry to run as his Vice-Presidential candidate in 1944, 
the dark days of  World War II. 

A few months after their victory, Harry was summoned to the White 
House. There the president’s wife, Eleanor Roosevelt, gave him shock-
ing news: “Harry, the president has just dropped dead. You are now the 
President of  the United States.”

Harry said later, “I felt as if  the sun, the moon, and all the stars had fallen 
onto my shoulders.” But he rolled up his sleeves and went to work. He 
moved his family into the White House – and Plutarch, Shakespeare, and 
the family Bible went, too. These volumes became Harry’s “advisors” 
throughout the final stages of  the war and the enormous challenges of  
rebuilding a devastated world. Harry Truman used the wise teachings of  
the past to make informed decisions in the present that continue to shape 
the lives of  “generations to come” in the future. 

Jim Weiss and his wife Randy founded Greathall Productions in 
1989. Today Jim is the producer and reader of  48+ Greathall sto-
rytelling recordings featuring classical literature and history. He is 
the recipient of  100+ national awards from The Old Schoolhouse, 
The American Library Association, Parents’ Choice Foundation, 
and many more. Jim Weiss will be speaking at the 2014 CHAP 
Convention. Find more information online at www.greathall.comLe
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For now, the Common Core applies only to 
public schools in the 45 states that have ad-
opted it. Federal law, under 20 U.S.C. § 7886, prohibits 
any federal education mandates from applying to home-
schools or private schools that do not receive federal funds. 
However there is no such protection for families who have 
enrolled their children in programs that receive federal 
funds, especially those who are using virtual charter schools 
that are run through the local public school for their home 
education. 

Though the specific provisions of  the Common Core only 
directly bind public schools, it is reasonably predictable that 
private schools that accept federal funding (through the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, for example) 
may face a decision between foregoing federal funding and 
accepting the Common Core standards in the near future. 
Moreover President Obama intends to condition funding 
from Title I of  the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act on states’ agreement to follow common standards 
“developed by a state-led consortium.” There is no reason 
to expect that private schools who receive Title I funding 
would not have to agree to this mandate. 

The current impact of  the Common Core on home and 
private education is revealed in the expanding state longi-
tudinal databases, shifting college admissions expectations, 
newly updated curricula, and revised standardized tests. 
All these are fulfilling education historian Diane Ravitch’s 
prediction that “no one will escape [the Common Core’s] 
reach, whether they attend public or private school.” 

Perhaps the most immediate threat to homeschool and 
private school students is the expansion of  statewide lon-
gitudinal databases. The designers of  the new systems fully 
intend for homeschool and private school students to be 
part of  the massive data collection. At the National Confer-
ence on Student Assessment in 2011, officials from Oklahoma 
explained to CCSSO how the challenge of  meeting the data 
requirements of  federal and state education policies are moti-
vating them to “Include student groups not now included (e.g., 
home-schooled) in the data system.” 

In light of  the growing revelations that the government is 
engaging in massive invasion of  privacy in spheres other than 

education, it is utterly impossible to believe that these da-
tabases will not be mined and misused to serve the ulterior 
purposes of  a centralized government intent on growing its 
own power. For more information on the growing possibility 
of  a national database, please see http://www.hslda.org/docs/
news/2013/201309100.asp.

Apart from the databases we fear that the Common Core will 
eventually impact homeschool and private school students by 

Will the Common Core impact 
homeschools and Private schools? 
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affecting college admissions standards. Institutions of  higher 
education are being pressured to adapt their standards for col-
lege readiness to the Common Core standards. The National 
Governors Association, instrumental in writing the Common 
Core, compiled a guide for states to use while implementing the 
Common Core. The document emphasizes that the Common 
Core standards for college readiness will be used by institutions 
of  higher learning to determine whether a student is ready to 
enroll in a post-secondary course. Achieve, one of  the main 
organizations evaluating the Common Core, even exhorts in-
stitutions of  higher education to revise their curricula to create 
“seamless transitions” from K–12 to post-secondary schools. 

This concern is being realized in multiple states, including Il-
linois. In a 2012 policy brief  the Illinois State Board of  Educa-
tion emphasized the need to seamlessly connect high school and 
college education by streamlining the curriculum taught to high 
school seniors and college freshmen according to the Common 
Core. Though Illinois encouraged state universities to share 
with state high schools what kind of  material students will be 
expected to know in their first year of  college, nothing indicates 
that homeschools or private schools would be privy to the same 
information. This movement to standardize post-secondary aca-
demic standards reveals that the Common Core’s emphases and 
methods will permeate American education beyond elementary 
and secondary public schools.

The final area of  concern for homeschoolers is that national 
and other popular standardized tests across the country are 
being rewritten to be aligned to the Common Core. David 
Coleman, the president of  the College Board, was one of  the 
primary authors of  the Common Core English language arts 
standards. He has announced that the SAT will be redesigned to 
fully implement the Common Core. Questions are being added 
to the ACT to reflect the Common Core’s emphasis on tracing 
ideas through multiple texts and increased focus on statistics. 
The ACT will also contain optional open-ended questions to 
assess students’ ability to explain and support their claims. The 
latest version of  the Iowa Test of  Basic Skills is based on the 
Common Core. The GED has been redesigned for the first time 
since 2002 to incorporate “practices and skills from the Com-
mon Core State Standards for Mathematical Practice.” Writers 
of  the GED explain that they decided to revise the test now 
because “The shift to the Common Core standards is happening 
nationwide at the current time.” 

The alignment of  standardized tests with the Common Core 
may not seem alarming because homeschool students consis-
tently score much higher on standardized assessments than pub-
lic school students. However as information about the content 
of  newly designed curriculum begins to surface, it is becoming 
clear that the Common Core’s focus on informational texts 
makes it easy to accentuate particular schools of  thought. For 
example, English language arts curriculum in Utah inculcates 
the welfare-state mentality and characterizes a parent’s directions 

as “nagging.” Students taking the SAT, ACT, or the Iowa Tests 
could soon encounter progressive ideologies including social 
engineering and alternative lifestyles. 

The Stanford 10 Achievement Tests have not been changed to 
reflect the Common Core. Pearson Assessments, the publisher 
of  the Stanford 10 Achievement Tests, did announce that the 
English language arts assessment was 100% aligned to the 
Common Core without revision. The mathematics assessment 
was 98.5% aligned. But parents wishing to avoid traces of  the 
Common Core in standardized tests should still consider this 
examination an excellent option.

To read the full article including endnotes, please visit http://www.hslda.org/com-
moncore/topic7.aspx

Will Estrada is an attorney who serves as the Director 
of  Federal Relations for HSLDA (www.HSLDA.
org) and ParentalRights.org. Will is a PA homeschool 
graduate and for several years served as HSLDA’s 
Generation Joshua division director. A member of  the 
U.S. Supreme Court bar and the California bar, Will 
is passionate about advocating for homeschool rights. 
Will Estrada will be speaking at the 2014 CHAP 
Convention. 

Convention 
Blurbs
» FREE Convention Admission for  
Parents of Pre-Schoolers (POPS): 

chaP is once again pleased to offer FrEE 
admission to Parents of Pre-Schoolers 
(POPS) investigating homeschooling, 
who have never attended the chaP 
homeschool convention and whose 
children are aLL 4 years old and under at 
the time of the convention. Don’t miss out 
on this inviting offer and be sure to tell 
your friends!

» Follow CHAP on Facebook:

Look us up on Facebook under chaP: 
christian homeschool association of 
Pennsylvania.  Be sure to “Like” our page to 
receive information, encouragement, and 
humor in your daily newsfeed.
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The Prayer Closet 

If we could receive an invitation to spend 
time with God, what might it look like?

What:  You and Me
Where:  A quiet place
When:  Your choice

And would we RSVP?  What might that look like?

Dear God, 
I will/will not be attending. (circle your choice)

And if  we circled “will,” how would we respond when 
the reminder call would come?

1.  Right!  Looking forward to it.  On my way!

2. Whoops!  I forgot/I got too busy.  Can we 
reschedule?

3. Changed my mind. It’s not worth it, anyway.

It is pitiful how uncommitted I can be when it comes 
to regular prayer.
•	 Gotta check my inbox to see if  I got that email 

response, that answer to prayer!

•	 Gotta remind myself  how much my world needs 
prayer by browsing the top news stories.

•	 Gotta get that bread dough rising before the day 
gets going, and it’s time to pray with the children.

The distractions and the excuses are many. Sometimes 
they are unavoidable, but sometimes they are not. 
Our prayer lives are usually what they are by our own 
choice. Like a romance that either thrives or barely 
survives according to the amount of  time given to it, 
so the enrichment that comes from  nearness to God 
hinges on our attention to or our neglect of  a steady 
habit of  prayer.

As Christian homeschooling parents we want to see 
our children thrive with God. If  prayer is a means of  
developing a mindset of  thankfulness, intimacy with 

God, and freedom from worry, then we really want to 
help them learn this pattern for life!

But how do we do it? Should we be strict? “No break-
fast until prayer time is over.” Enticing?  “I’ll give you 
$10 when you finish reading the Psalms during your 
prayer time.” Academic?  “Make sure you write ‘prayer 
time’ in the Bible block of  your daily subject log.”

We’ve done different things in the past to encourage a 
regular prayer habit, including a couple of  the above-
listed examples! Our adult children are “living feed-
back” on our homeschool journey and on the choices 
we made. They are grateful for the encouragement 
they received in this area as children, but they also 
have bad memories of  the pressure of  feeling forced 
at times to meet with God. As parents we must find a 
way to train without exasperating our children when it 
comes to regular prayer.

We spent many years in a Muslim-majority society. Ev-
ery day we heard a reminder of  the free choice in the 
Christian’s private prayer life. The local mosque loud-
speakers announce a call to prayer at least five times 
a day, including around 4:30 AM. Muslims who want 
to do their best to please God need to inconveniently 
get up and perform the ritual cleansing and prostrat-
ing that characterizes such prayer times. To choose to 
neglect the call is to choose to reduce the opportunity 
for mercy on Judgment Day. It is still a free choice, yet 
at the same time, it is not really free.

Jesus never said that the gift of  eternal life came 
through a steady prayer habit. He didn’t even promise 
that it would count for extra credit. The thief  on the 
cross next to Jesus never had the chance to schedule a 
personal prayer time, yet Jesus promised him, “Today 
you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) It was 
faith, not works, which brought him into life.  

James reminds us that a neglect of  prayer will mean 
loss for us. “You do not have because you do not ask Th
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God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you 
ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you 
get on your pleasures.” (James 4:2-3)  Paul wrote that 
prayer is our weapon against worry.  “Do not be anx-
ious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God.  And the peace of  God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) These are just two 
of  many passages calling out the value of  prayer.

We have a clear invitation to draw close to God. We 
can make it our habit, letting it conquer our distrac-
tions and excuses and giving our children an example 
to follow, or we can put it off  and let them see our 
habit of  neglect. Sooner or later, no matter what kind 
of  personal prayer training we give to them, they will 
face the same choice we face: to pray or not to pray.  

Samuel D. Gordon, a leader in the YMCA movement 
in the late 1800s, wrote, “The great people of  the 
earth today are the people who pray! I do not mean 
those who talk about prayer, nor those who say they 
believe in prayer, nor those who explain prayer; but I 
mean those who actually take the time to pray. They 
have no time. It must be taken from something else. 
That something else is important, very important and 
pressing, but still less important and pressing than 
prayer. There are people who put prayer first and 
group the other items in life’s schedule around and 
after prayer.” 

Sue Eckert is working on reviving a regular habit of  prayer. 
She and her husband Tim have been blessed with seven children, 
three of  whom are still in the home. They have been homeschool-
ing for over 20 years. Sue is grateful for the opportunity to write 
for "The Prayer Closet." Sue’s e-book, Mamane’s Journey: 
An African Muslim Youth Learns of  Christ, is  
available at http://masterdesign.org/eckert.html and makes a 
great family read-aloud.

Convention 
Blurbs
» Volunteer Vouchers

the chaP convention would not be 
possible without hundreds of faithful 
volunteers. to thank our volunteers for 
their service, chaP would like to  
introduce volunteer vouchers.

volunteers who work one 3-4 hour shift 
will receive $20 in volunteer vouchers 
plus a small gift. 

these vouchers can be spent on the 
vendor floor just like money. What a  
great way to get free books and new 
curriculum! Please consider volunteering 
for a shift and become a part of an 
amazing team.

(Volunteer Vouchers cannot be used for 
food, parking, or admission. All Vouchers 
expire at 5:00 PM on May 10th.) 

» Used Curriculum Sale
Don’t miss shopping for used books at 
the chaP Used curriculum sale. the 
selection continues to grow each year. 
Please note that the Used curriculum sale 
closes at 12:00 PM on saturday. check the 
website for detailed hours of operation, 
information on how to sell your used 
books, and for other important details.

» Parking at the Farm Show

Parking at the Farm show complex is 
$8 per car, per day. Please be sure to 
get a ticket/receipt so that if you leave 
and come back (on the same day) you 
don’t have to pay twice! Parking for 
handicapped and late term pregnancy  
is close to the entrance (be sure to look  
for signs).
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Last night our family and some close friends were 
sitting in the living room, chatting, when my 
20-something daughter posed this question: “Do 
you parents have your life all planned out or does 
it just seem that way? My friends and I aren’t sure what 
our lives are going to look like in the future. Is it just us?”

With knowing looks and smiles we assured her that we parents 
certainly do not have it all figured out. “The last time I had 
everything planned out was when I was a senior in high school,” 
I recalled with a grin. “And the next year it all changed.”

The longer I live the more I am convinced that I can’t predict 
the future with confidence. Oh, I may have goals or a general 
direction, but I have no idea what is just around the next bend 
in the road. It’s the same with our children. We don’t know what 
their futures may hold, yet somehow we need to equip them to 
face whatever comes. It’s a considerable task.

So what can we give our children to best equip them for an 
uncertain future?

“Teach this testimony and law to your children, so that the next 
generation would know it, so that the children not yet born 
would themselves arise and tell their own children, who could 
then put their confidence in God.” Psalm 78:5b-6

 
The most important 
thing we can give our 
children is a knowledge 
of  our unchanging God, 
in Whom they can put 
their confidence as they 
walk into the unknown 
years ahead.

How do we do that? 
“Teach this testimony 
and law to your children.”

God’s Word must have 
priority in our own 
hearts, homes, and 
homeschools. We must 
intentionally demonstrate 
its value by reading it, 
memorizing it, discuss-
ing it, and applying it to 
whatever situations come 
our way. We must teach 
our children the prin-
ciples found therein—not 
just our personal opin-

ions—about current issues; for the issues may change through 
the years but God’s timeless principles will continue to give 
wisdom for whatever comes.

It is God’s Word—loved, taught, and lived out—that will lead 
them to put their confidence in God. It is God’s Word that will 
equip them for an uncertain future.

Any other focus we may have in our homeschools cannot 
adequately prepare our children for an uncertain future. Why? 
Because all of  those things are uncertain too. Grades and SAT 
scores fade. Job layoffs happen. Businesses fail. Illness descends. 
Loved ones depart. Friends move on. 

Only God’s Word can equip our children for the uncertainties 
ahead, because it is God’s Word that will direct their hearts into 
confidence in our unchanging God—the God Who will be there 
for generations to come.

Sonya Shafer is a popular homeschool speaker and writer, specializing in 
the Charlotte Mason Method. She has been on an 
eighteen-year adventure studying, practicing, and 
teaching Charlotte’s gentle and effective methods 
of  education. She co-directs www.SimplyCharlot-
teMason.com - a place of  practical encouragement 
and help to homeschoolers. Sonya Shafer will be 
speaking at the 2014 CHAP Convention.

What should our priorities be in educating 
our children? While learning algebra or Latin will 
be helpful to their future, the character and knowledge 
they develop now will profoundly shape the adults 
they will become. 

Character is who we are—the essence of  our heart, 
our integrity, our love for God, family, and community. 
One place that children absorb character is through 
classic literature – timeless stories of  hope, tragedy, 
beauty, sacrifice. Stories help them develop their moral 
imagination. They teach them to ask themselves hard 
questions: Why did that happen? Was that just? What 
would I do if...? As we teach right from wrong and 
true from false, stories will help weave the fabric of  
self  and allow them to know that there is indeed a 
land where the King loves his people and that it is 
possible to live happily ever after. 

Knowledge is the stuff  we learn—the information 
we put in our brain. Sadly the standardization of  
today’s educational approach is often inimical to the 
development of  individual interests and talents. This 
educational system efficiently produces a society of  
controllable voters, workers, and consumers, but 
it is definitely not an environment where students 
can explode with the love of  learning and pursue 
the knowledge and skills needed to reach their full 
potential as beings made in the likeness of  their 
Creator. 

When considering the pursuit of  knowledge we must 
remember that if  you’re doing one thing, you’re not 
doing another. If  you’re reading a bad book, 
you’re not reading a good one, and very 
likely reading bad books is worse than 
not reading anything at all. Obviously 
no one is going to learn 
everything about everything, 
but in many cases we feel as 
though we must “cover 
all the bases,” and 
in doing so end 
up with students 
whose knowledge 
is a mile wide and 
half-an-inch deep. 
Over fifty years ago 
Einstein said, “It is 
in fact nothing short 
of  a miracle that the 
modern methods of  
instruction have not 
yet entirely strangled 
the holy curiosity of  

inquiry.” Are our kids excited about learning? If  not, 
perhaps it is time to rethink our goals and methods of  
educating.

While the study of  logic and mathematics helps 
develop reasoning, the study of  communication, 
music, and art allow for the crystallization of  thought. 
The Institute for Excellence in Writing’s areas of  
specialty are the arts of  language: Listening, Speaking, 
Reading, and Writing. Many of  us feel that our 
children have a mission to communicate truth during 
these uncertain times, thus developing these aptitudes 
at a young age is essential. If  we want students who 
can effectively communicate goodness, truth, and 
beauty, we must spend our resources carefully, mentor 
our children, constantly think about character and 
knowledge, and be energetic and diligent in our 
teaching. If  ever there was a point in history when our 
work as parents and teachers will have repercussions 
beyond our imagining, now is that time.

The complete version of  this article can be found at http://www.iew.
com/help-support/resources/articles/now-time 

Andrew is the founder, principal speaker, and director of  the Institute 
for Excellence in Writing. Presenting throughout North America, 
his seminars for parents, students, and teachers have helped transform 
many a reluctant writer and have equipped educators with powerful 
tools to dramatically improve students’ 
skills. Andrew Pudewa will be speaking 
at the 2014 CHAP Convention. Find 
more information online at www.IEW.com
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I remember the day we decided to pull our daugh-
ter out of school. The day we “made it public”—this deci-
sion to homeschool.

I was terrified. Really. My knees were knocking as I walked into 
our oldest daughter’s grade school. I liked her teacher. I had no 
complaints, really, except that we knew in our hearts there was 
something missing.

We longed for more. More shared experiences. More tailored 
education. A greater focus on the Creator of  the beauty that 
surrounded us. A desire to dig deeper into family life. More 
story time. More field trips. Less rushing to go our separate 
ways every morning. More LIFE.

That was fifteen years ago. Our beautiful second grader is now 
a beautiful wife and is expecting her own child this year. Time 
goes by fast.

In the past fifteen years we’ve seen a lot of  changes in the 
homeschool community. There is much more pressure being 
put on homeschoolers to excel academically. We’ve gone from 
a few brave moms who, without access to mainstream “curricu-
lum,” managed to give their children an excellent education; but 
we’ve forgotten what made it excellent.

It was excellent because these moms had a vision for home-
schooling—they weren’t trying to re-create school at home. 
They were simply being obedient to the One who had called 
them to be different. They knew that if  He had called them, He 
would equip them. And they were right.

When I was brand new to homeschooling I did the only thing I 
knew how to do: I set up a classroom in our home—
complete with desks like the ones I had in 
school.

We soon began to 
understand that 
those desks, how-
ever, were not going 
to work over the long 
haul. What we re-
ally needed was a comfy 
couch, where we could 
curl up and read about 
the life of  a hermit crab 
named Pagoo or discover 
the mysteries of  the Island 
of  Capri. Yes, a couch was 
what we needed.

For years I notebooked with 
our children. We took nature 
walks and studied the seasons 
together. We did copy work and 

read stories of  brave men and women who followed God with 
an abandon that most only dream about. And we spent a lot 
of  time on the couch. My husband (the patience of  this man 
knows no limits) hauled the desks back up the stairs and out of  
the house. We sold them at a garage sale in the spring of  1999.

And today as I look closely at our homeschool, I have to ask, 
“What makes me different?”

It’s easy to be held hostage by the expectations of  the world. I 
see it all around me—and I feel it myself. The pressure is enor-
mous. Why don’t my kids know Latin? Am I doing enough?

Most of  us took our children out of  public school in search of  
something more, only to be hijacked by the world’s system—
right there on the couches in our living rooms. We’re putting 
our kids into hyper-academic “homeschooling” programs, and 
we’re allowing the pressure of  the “what ifs” to determine what 
we teach our children. Yes. We’re falling for it. Does this sound 
familiar?

“We can’t read today, kids. We have too much math to do.”

“Mommy would love to play with you; but you need to finish 
your schoolwork first. And don’t forget about yesterday’s work.”

“We’ll do that later, after we do school.”

“Where is your list of  assignments from the co-op?” 

Our Bibles gather dust, or worse, become just another thing to 
check off  our curriculum checklist.

*   Read one chapter in Hebrews.  *check here when done*

So many homeschool moms today are suffering from burn-
out, and I get it. The pressure to do more is enormous. But I 
wonder … is all this “more” really what God had in mind when 
He called us to be different? Somehow I don’t think He meant 
for us to bring our children home only to have our home life 
hijacked by a worldly philosophy of  education. I don’t think 
God meant for us, or our children, to struggle under the weight 
of  someone else’s idea of  a “proper” education.

I think, just maybe, He meant for us to be free.

Free to read aloud. All day if  we want to. Even with our high 
schoolers. 
 
Free to draw and create. 
 
Free to discover the beauty of  Creation—unhurried—and with-
out the expectation of  a report that is due about our “discov-
ery” at the end of  the next day. 
 
Free to forget about preschool. 
 
Free to take a hot chocolate walk for no reason. 
 
Free … to know Him more.

It’s hard to do that when we’re always on someone else’s sched-
ule.

If  you are being held hostage by a burdensome curriculum or a 
program that promises to get your kid into college, and if  you’re 
wondering if  this was really the life that God had designed for 
you, I challenge you to look at those first homeschool moms. 
They set the bar, and they did it without expensive “all inclu-
sive” programs. They did it by faith. They did it because they 
knew God would provide for their every need if  they would 
only trust Him to guide and direct them.

These precious moms found out that God is faithful. He can 
be trusted. His mercies are new every day. His yoke is easy. His 
burden is light.

Ask Him what He has for you and your children. If  you are 
not experiencing the “life” you were looking for when you 
began your homeschooling journey, it may be that you’re not 
giving the Lord permission to lead you there.

I know, because for all my trying, and even after I have 
experienced the freedom that comes from a more rela-
tional approach to homeschooling, I often find myself  
a hostage of  homeschooling rather than a mom who is 

enjoying the gift that she has been given through homeschool-
ing.  It’s easy, even for a mom who has graduated a few children, 
to wonder if  she’s doing enough.

If  you’re being held hostage today, ask the Lord to show you 
His heart for your homeschool.  Because in following Him, 
you’ll find the life you’re looking for.

Heidi St. John has been married to her husband Jay since 1989, and together 
they homeschooled their seven children through high 
school. A favorite conference and radio speaker, Heidi 
approaches marriage and parenting with humor and 
grace. Her passion is to set moms free to be who God 
has created them to be. Heidi St. John will be speaking 
at the 2014 CHAP Convention. Find more informa-
tion online at http://heidistjohn.com/

Convention 
Blurbs
» Contests

Make sure you visit the student gallery 
area at the chaP convention to admire 
both the artwork from the chaP art 
contest and the chaP state science Fair 
entries. 

Winners of the Art Contest, Essay 
Contest, Scholarship Contest, and the 
Science Fair will be announced and 
awarded on Saturday, May 10th  at 
12:30 PM during a brief ceremony in the 
Student gallery.

come encourage and support these 
talented students!

» Convention Hours

the convention will be open from 8:00 aM 
till 5:00 PM on May 9th and May 10th.  

(Please note that the Used Curriculum 
Sale will not be open during the entire 
Convention. Please check the Used 
Curriculum Sale information and schedule 
posted on the website.)
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Finding ways to fund higher education is 
challenging to say the least. Scholarship pos-
sibilities abound, but the competition is fierce, so the 
Christian Homeschooling Association of  Pennsylvania 
(CHAP) is pleased to announce a new scholarship just 
for homeschoolers. Seniors, if  God is calling you to 
pursue further education, you’ll want to read on.  

The “CHAP Leigh A. Genasevich Memorial Scholar-
ship” has been started by the Genasevich family in 
honor of  wife, mother, evaluator, minister to fami-
lies, and champion of  homeschooling. You may have 
known Leigh from hearing her speak at the CHAP 
Convention, from using her as your evaluator, or from 
reading the “Side by Side in Pennsylvania” article in 
the Fall 2012 edition of  the CHAP Magazine. Perhaps 
you did not know Leigh, so I’d like to give you an op-
portunity to read her beautiful testimony (as told by 
her husband Gary and friend Michele Hebal), reflect-
ing the amazing grace of  God.

Because their parents were friends, Leigh and Gary 
were playmates at four to five years of  age. In eighth 
grade they became reacquainted, and soon after that 
became high school sweethearts. After college they 
became soul mates. 

Gary revealed that as newlyweds they were not saved, 
but God spoke to their hearts about homeschooling. 
“He spoke directly to our hearts. ‘You only have to 
homeschool for one year,’ He told us. We heard that 
same voice every year since then.” In hindsight Gary 
sees how this was all part of  God’s plan of  drawing 
them to Himself. 

Gary shared, “Leigh’s coming to know Jesus came di-
rectly from homeschooling. Leigh would tell the story 
that she loved to listen to other moms pray in the 
homeschool group, and she wanted what they had.” 

This group, Hazelton Area Homeschoolers, was where 
Leigh and Michele Hebal met. “She and I joined the 
Hazleton Area Homeschoolers group within a year 
of  each other, both new to homeschooling and both 
eager to learn all we could about our new venture,” 
explained Michele. “When Leigh joined our group, she 
was not a believer. She had the plan to homeschool 
her children, and the Lord used that plan to bring her 
and her family to Him.”

“It didn’t take long for us to become friends,” Mi-
chele remembered. “If  you met her, you would have 
immediately been taken in by her warm personality 
and infectious laughter! We clicked, and it wasn’t too 
long after that when she began asking questions about 

‘being a Christian’ and ‘having a relationship with the 
Lord.’ He stirred her and used the godly women in 
our group to witness to her. Leigh committed her life 
to the Lord!”
 
Both Gary and Michele described Leigh as a willing 
vessel, using her God-given talents to serve God and 
His people. “Leigh planned and led support group 
meetings, wrote and taught co-op classes, spoke to 
other homeschool groups, and did every imaginable 
‘leader’ job behind the scenes.”  Leigh not only evalu-
ated other students, but also prayed with families, 
encouraged their perseverance, and cheered them on 
to success. She even wrote a favorable homeschool 
policy that the local school adopted.

Her main priority in all this academic work, according 
to Gary and Michele, was not temporal reward but 
eternal gain. “Homeschooling was simply the vehicle 
that the Lord gave her to reach people for Him. She 
would try to take a new mom each year to the CHAP 
Convention. I remember how excited she would get 
when the new mom, often unsaved, would start asking 
her questions as they walked through the exhibits or 
attended seminars. We would then pray for the Spirit 
to quicken the right words to her mouth so she could 
say what they needed to hear,” explained Michele.

“The most important thing Leigh did was to witness 
to others, always expressing her joy in her salvation, 
always urging others to a deeper relationship with 
Him. Even through her illness she was a testimony to 
hundreds of  people, both in the words she spoke and 
in the unspoken faith you could see in her. Her life 
was a testimony to God›s grace, love, goodness, and 
faithfulness,” shared Michele. Last year on April 30, 
three days after their twenty-second anniversary, Leigh 
went home to be with her loving Savior. 

Wanting to honor Leigh’s memory and extend her 
passion for helping homeschoolers, Gary decided 
to create “The CHAP Leigh A. Genasevich Memo-
rial Scholarship.” “I knew that I was going to have a 
scholarship in Leigh’s name last summer,” revealed 
Gary. “Giving a scholarship to a homeschool student 
is fitting. Leigh constantly gave of  herself  to the 
homeschool community. Giving help to go on to the 
next level of  education would be great. Homeschool-
ing was her passion, mission, and ministry in life.” 
Gary also expressed that Leigh would not want the 
limelight on herself, but that she would want the glory 
to go to God for this scholarship opportunity.

Please pray for Gary, their three sons – Jarod, Wade, 
and Nolan – as well as other family members and 

friends. The greatest legacy that Leigh has left is no 
doubt her children. I’m told she always taught Jarod, 
Wade, and Nolan that “Your actions speak louder than 
your words.” She taught and lived I John 3:18: “My 
little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth.” Leigh’s legacy of  love will 
continue on through her own sons, her “homeschool 
children” she evaluated, her spiritual children, and the 
children who will benefit from her scholarship.

Let’s also heed Leigh’s wise advice: “Remember, you 
are teaching a child, not a curriculum.”  When asked, 
“What advice would you give to someone who has just 
begun homeschooling?” Leigh answered: “In a word, 
relax. You will never teach your child all there is to 
know. God will lead you to teach them what He needs 
them to learn for His glory. Cherish every moment, 
because even though the days may seem to drag, 
the years fly.”
  
The above article was compiled by Stephaney Mitchell, who was 
blessed to have heard, read, and written about God’s grace in 
Leigh’s life. To learn more about this scholarship opportunity, 
visit http://www.chaponline.com/scholarship-contest/

Convention 
Blurbs
» Silent Auction

the silent auction is in its 3rd year and is bigger 
than ever! Make sure you stop by and bid on 
vacations, gift certificates, home goods, toys, 
curriculum, and much, much more. the silent 
auction will close on saturday, May 10th at 1:30 
PM and winners will be posted at 2:30 PM. Keep 
checking the website for an updated list of items 
up for bid at this year’s convention.

» Convention Tour Guides

this year chaP is providing a new service to folks 
coming to the convention for the first (or even 
second) time: convention tour guides! eager 
tour guides will be available to help you navigate 
through the convention at the farm show complex. 
simply come to the chaP Booth once you arrive 
and ask for a convention tour guide to show you 
the ropes. 
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“Now to him who is able to do immea-
surably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to His power that is at work 
within us.”  Ephesians 3:20 

I am a veteran of  homeschooling, which doesn’t 
mean I am an expert, but it does show that I have 
fought through many battles to educate my three 
children in this “road-less-traveled” manner. It 
is hard. I don’t know how I would’ve done it for 
fourteen straight years without other homeschooling 
families surrounding me.  

The CHAP Convention is an essential part of  the 
strengthening and training I need so desperately.  It 
is more than a store, although I love the opportunity 
to touch and see the materials and stretch my dol-
lars with discounts. The Convention is more than a 
source of  continuing education, although I always 
learn new ways to help my children learn and receive 
answers to my biggest questions from speakers.

My friend Susan Barrick agrees with me. She has 
homeschooled her three rambunctious boys for six 
years. “God always has something special for me at 
the CHAP Convention. He has put a total stranger 
in my path to provide direction or encouragement. 
He has refreshed my perspective at the end of  a 
long year,” shares Susan. “The classes are wonder-
ful with diverse topics. Whether new to or a veteran 
of  homeschooling, you will find something for your 
journey.”

Most importantly, gathering together at the CHAP 
Convention provides fellowship. The bottom line 
is that we need one another to become courageous 
again to press into our calling to homeschool. We 
can look around and see that we are not alone. No 

one has it all together, even the person sitting next to 
us in the seminar or the one in line behind us at the 
vendor’s booth. Let’s resist the temptation to look 
or sound good to others. Let’s be authentic about 
our struggles and victories. This type of  genuine 
fellowship has the power to reach into the heart to 
strengthen others.

Our incompleteness is an invitation to receive the 
grace that our Heavenly Father gives us to home-
school and to offer it to others. This year I am 
reminded of  the magnitude of  the struggles that 
many of  us are going through: broken relationships, 
struggling learners, financial hardship, children stray-
ing from the faith, and health concerns.  

It’s been a hard year for me. I need the inspiration 
of  the Convention this year because this is my cause: 
to teach my children about this wonderful God of  
grace. “He decreed statutes for Jacob and established 
the law in Israel, which he commanded our ances-
tors to teach their children, so the next generation 
would know them even the children yet to be born, 
and they in turn would tell their children. Then they 
would put their trust in God and would not forget 
his deeds but would keep his commands.”  Psalm 78: 
5-7

What do you need? Courage? Wisdom? Provision? 
Fellowship? Inspiration? Come to the CHAP Con-
vention and allow our wonderful God to provide for 
your needs in His “immeasurably more” way.  See 
you there!

Laure Covert is a freelance writer who blogs on literacy and inspiration 
for living: www.pineneedlesandpapertrails.com and http://bluebird-
salwaysfly.wordpress.com. Laure and her husband Glenn make their 
home in Harrisburg, PA. This year they are homeschooling just two 
teen girls, since their oldest has already graduated!

More Than Enough

Now that I have your attention: What do all of these have 
in common? Let me explain. (What I cannot explain is how my mind 
works.) See if  you can follow. 

We were driving home from Montoursville, Pennsylvania. About a half  
an hour into the trip, I realized John was sleeping. At the same time I 
realized that there was a nest in a tree on a cliff  overlooking the river. I 
had never seen a nest like it before. It dawned on me that it had to be an 
eagle’s nest. I instantly thought how cool it would be to see a bald eagle. 
At that second I glanced at a branch to the right of  the nest and there it 
was: a beautiful, majestic, bald eagle. 

I was so excited, I wanted to wake up John and shout, “You won’t believe 
what I just saw!” But I didn’t. I impatiently waited for him to wake so I 
could tell him the exciting news. 

My mind then went to Mary when she was at the empty tomb. She ran 
to tell the disciples the news. It was sad news at first because she didn’t 
realize the Lord had risen. Then after the disciples left the tomb, she 
wept. Jesus appeared to her. Oh my! She had to go tell the others she 
had seen Jesus! I then began thinking, we know this same Jesus. We, as 
believers, should be telling everyone that our Savior lives! I only saw an 
eagle, but I know the risen Savior. 

Then my mind drifted to “Buddy the Elf.” If  you’ve seen this Christmas 
classic, you know how excited Buddy is when he finds out that Santa is 
coming to his store. He shouts, “I KNOW HIM!” We need to be like 
Buddy when it comes to our excitement about knowing Jesus. We need to 
be more purposeful in making sure we don’t let an opportunity to share 
Jesus pass us by. 

The next time you see a bald eagle or watch Elf or read about the 
resurrection of  Jesus, think of  how my strange mind works and tell 
someone that Jesus lives!

Jandy Ministry’s mission is “to glorify God, to teach God’s truths and 
to equip others to do the same!” Our target audience is elementary 
and middle school children because we need to teach and reinforce the 
truths of  God’s Word as early as possible. We need to give them a firm 
foundation - A foundation that will stand “For Generations to Come!” 
(Psalm 78:5b-6)

Jandy is a ministry team of  John and Ynita Swomley that uses balloon bending, puppets, com-
edy skits, an extensive fossil collection, and more to teach children 
God’s Truth. As the only children’s ministry endorsed by Answers 
in Genesis, they provide children’s workshops at the Creation Mu-
seum and speak annually at their Children’s Ministry Conference 
and the Family Mega Conference. Jandy Ministry will be running 
the “Digging Into God’s Word” Children’s Program at the 2014 
CHAP Convention. Find more information online at  
www.jandyministry.com

A Bald 
Eagle,

Buddy 
the Elf,

Mary at 
the Tomb 
& Jesus
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You might be groaning already at my opening. 
“Not one more article on politics!” I know. I understand. On 
social networking sites the flow of  articles and personal rants is 
constant on my newsfeed. It has insanely taken over my email as 
well. For my part I am trying to be more deliberate about what 
I post. With so much information begging to go viral, there are 
days when I feel overwhelmed.

However this can lead to some worthwhile 
self-evaluation. Is it working? I am referring 
to all that keeps us busy and absorbed - the 
obsessive re-tweets, clicking of  the share but-
ton, and the condescending vents. We have all 
taken cheap shots attacking legislature perfor-
mance or lack thereof. We vilify their office 
for their lack of  connection to the masses. 
We bash them for their wages on our dime. 
Is it bringing about any change or does it just 
make us feel better?

You may say I’m meddling, but what I’m 
saying here hits home with me first. I have 
to regularly ask myself, “What am I focusing 
on and what am I accomplishing?” In one of  
those moments I felt God’s conviction and 
challenge to get off  my laptop, out of  my 
comfort zone, and into the playing field.

After I met with several public officials I got 
a closer look into the reality of  the General 
Assembly that I did not expect. They seemed 
overloaded, stressed out, and at times felt 
inadequate. I’m not trying to belittle them, 
but apparently they are very human with all 
the limitations and frailties that come with 
the fallen nature due to sin.

While preparing for the CHAP HELP Legislative Day, a well 
meaning homeschooler asked me, “Why are we giving them pies? 
We should be castigating them!” At first it annoyed me that he 
was attacking everyone’s efforts, then I decided that this person 
was really out of  touch! I too have been out of  touch. I counted 
myself  better than the lawmakers for their failure to uphold my 
God-given rights and for misunderstanding the Constitution, yet 
all these elected officials are just people trying to do their best 
in the midst of  this cesspool we aptly call dirty politics. I’m not 
giving anyone a free pass, but I don’t think we ever bother to 
imagine being in our legislature’s shoes.

They go to work everyday sometimes foregoing sleep for meet-
ings that extend into the morning hours. They have families 

that demand and need their attention. They get overwhelmed by 
the number of  bills stacked on their desks that they don’t have 
time to read. They aren’t able to fully understand each and every 
issue before making a decision; and even when they are well-
informed, the negotiations and compromises that go into each 
vote require utmost diligence.

I have come to believe that developing courteous and honor-
ing relationships with our public officials can effectively impact 
their shaping, and in our case hopefully improving, homeschool 
law. We are more disposed to pray for them when we recognize 
them as fellow creatures made in the image of  God. 

While we’re on the topic, why not help determine who will rep-
resent you in the Capitol? This year is an even 
year so we will be electing every member of  
the House and several in the Senate. Con-
sider supporting the best candidate before 
the Primary Election. The General Election 
only allows us to rubber stamp pre-selected 
candidates, while the Primary is when we 
actually elect our candidates. We desperately 
need righteous lawmakers to make righteous 
policies. Proverbs 29:2 says, “When the righ-
teous thrive, the people rejoice; when the 
wicked rule, the people groan.” Our nation, 
our state, and our children depend on us to 
watch over their future liberties. 

Finally, we can make it easier to home 
educate in the Keystone State, but we must 
stay the course and continue to press for the 
passage of  House Bill 1013. There will be 
public meetings before it can be voted out of  
the House Education Committee, then again 
before it comes to a full House vote. Watch 
out for the news on each development and 
process in Harrisburg. We want to thank each 
and every one who has contacted members 
of  the House Education Committee. They 
heard from so many people that they are now 
familiar with the bill. Continue reaching out 

to them and give them information so that when it is included 
in their agenda, they have the facts they need. Soli Deo Gloria. 
(Glory to God alone.)

Corie Moore and her husband Mark became active in politics when their 
oldest daughter started a local club for HSLDA’s Generation Joshua in 
2005.  Corie blogs updates at www.CHAPLegislativeAction.blogspot.com 
Corie and Mark also serve together on the CHAP Advisory Board.

Follow CHAP’s legislative activity online
 Facebook: chap Legislative coordinators
 twitter: @heLPchaP
 Blog: chapLegislativeaction.blogspot.com

Homeschooling gave me precious time with my 
children. Time to teach them academics, life skills, good 
character, and more. Since my children are young adults 
now, we talk sometimes about our homeschooling days. Our 
memories are like a Venn diagram with a good amount of  
shared recollections.  We also have different memories, mine as 
a teacher and theirs as children and students. I wonder which 
of  the lessons and life experiences will actually stick with them 
over time. If  the Lord blesses them with children of  their own, 
what will they remember from their own youth to share with 
my grandchildren?  

My children don’t always remember events in the same way 
that I remember them.  For example, my husband and I started 
a tradition of  playing an audio version of  Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol on Christmas morning as we drove to the 
grandparents’ house. The recording was dramatized complete 
with music and sound effects. Unfortunately another tradition 
on Christmas mornings was my daughter’s car sickness that 
predictably hit her about a half  hour into our two hour trip.    

Thus I have strong memories of  sharing a classic. I thought I 
was establishing a positive tradition as we listened to the same 
story each Christmas day. What my children remember is that 
one of  the characters had a really weird, sinister laugh and that 
was their biggest take-away. Not the outcome I was hoping for. 
To make matters worse they began to associate that exact re-
cording with being carsick or sitting with their nauseous sister. 
So every year as the soundtrack began, they groaned in unison.    

Will they remember the times when I cried with them when 
they were hurting? Did it make a lasting memory when I held 
them and offered comfort when there were no words left to 
say? If  I show them over and over again how committed I am 
to Christ, to them, and to living a life pleasing to God, then 
have I provided a model for them to emulate with their own 
children someday?

I know my children will also have memories of  when I blew 
it as a mom and teacher. There were times when I unwittingly 
hurt them, misunderstood them, said the wrong thing or did 
the wrong thing, and did not live up to my aspiration to be a 
godly woman and mother. One time I had to scold my daugh-
ter. While I was preparing lunch she hid under the table with 
a package of  bologna and was eating it as quickly as she could 
stuff  it in her mouth. My son sided with his little sister and 
told me that I was mean and yelled at small children. I was also 
fired as a mom by a five year old. Another of  my offspring 
once packed a suitcase to run away across the street - which 
was doubly bad since she wasn’t yet old enough to cross the 
road by herself.  

Despite these disappointments and times of  failure, my 
children and I also have shared memories of  forgiveness and 
heartfelt communication. They may not remember all the 
school lessons I taught them over the years, and there may not 
be a lot of  significant memories from specific events, but my 
hope is that when they look back on their youth they will have 
a general impression of  learning to love and relate to others 
with affection, humor, forgiveness, and perseverance. I pray 
that they will continue growing in their faith and that the sto-
ries they share with their own children will include many of  the 
lessons I passed along to them.    

Melinda Boring has been a popular workshop 
speaker for over 15 years specializing in home 
school special-needs and struggling learners. In 
addition to authoring Heads Up Helping!, 
she is a columnist for the Home Companion, 
and her articles have been reprinted in many 
publications. Melinda Boring will be speaking 
at the 2014 CHAP Convention. Visit www.
HeadsUpNow.com for more information.

What 
Will they 

Remember?
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The British were resolute that 
the Northwest Passage was to 
be their discovery and their 
prize.  Even though much of  the Arctic 
had been explored and many significant 
discoveries resulted from their efforts, 
years of  expeditions had failed to lead 
the British to the fabled Northwest 
Passage. Thus in 1845 the Admiralty 
appointed Sir John Franklin to lead 
yet another expedition into the Arctic.  
Franklin and his crew of  128 men set 
sail on two ships, The Erebus (named 
for the Greek god of  darkness) and The 
Terror. Whether or not Franklin and his 
crew grasped the irony of  the names of  
the ships is not known, but they never 
emerged from their quest. They simply 
disappeared into the terrorizing darkness 
of  the Arctic.

Over the next several years many expedi-
tions attempted to discover what had 
become of  Franklin and his men. One 
such famous attempt was a five-ship 
flotilla sent by the Admiralty under the 
command of  Sir Edward Belcher in 
1852. After a winter searching, Belcher, 
some say overcome by the terror of  
the Arctic, ordered the commanders of  
the other four ships to abandon their 
vessels. On May 15, 1854, all the crews 
boarded his ship and set sail back to 
England. Henry Kellet, captain of  the 
HMS Resolute, did so only under protest. 
He considered the abandonment of  

four seaworthy vessels and their mis-
sion a dereliction of  duty.  Nevertheless 
The Resolute was lost to the Arctic, and 
although Belcher was acquitted in a sub-
sequent court martial, he was never again 
offered another command. Belcher was 
scorned by fellow officers and suffered 
the dark disdain of  the Admiralty. 

Then in September of  1855, James Bud-
dington, an American whaling captain 
out of  New London, Connecticut, hap-
pened upon The Resolute locked in an ice 
flow some 1,200 miles from where the 
ship had been abandoned.  The Resolute 
had survived and was intact. Buddington 
divided his crew and sailed the British 
ship back to New London, arriving on 
Christmas Eve, where it instantly became 
a tourist attraction.

At the time British and American rela-
tions were strained. President Franklin 
Pierce in an address to Congress de-
clared that diplomatic relationships with 
England had ceased. Britain and the 
U.S. were almost certainly headed for 
a third war. And yet, one of  the major 
hawks in the Senate, James Mason from 
Virginia, proposed a bill to allocate funds 
to buy, refurbish The Resolute, and then 
send it back to England as a gesture of  
friendship and goodwill. On December 
17, 1856, The Resolute was presented to 
Queen Victoria as a gift from the Ameri-
can people. Tensions between the two 
nations eased and war was averted.  

The Resolute, sent to rescue Franklin and 
his crew of  128 men lost in the Arctic 
aboard The Erebus and The Terror, had 
been abandoned under protest from its 
captain. It had been assumed crushed by 
the elements and lost as well, yet it sailed 
unmanned over 1,200 miles of  hostile, 
ice-bound seas preserving everything on-
board. Finally recovered by an American 
whaler, it was given a new vision by a 
U.S. Senator to rescue and help mend the 
strained relationship between two gov-
ernments. The Resolute had accomplished 
more than its masters ever imagined 
possible.

When the ship was dismantled in 1879, 
Queen Victoria ordered that four desks 
be made from the timbers, one of  which 
was sent to President Rutherford B. 
Hayes as a gift. That desk sits today in 
the Oval Office of  the White House, 
and while seated behind it Presidents 
have signed important legislation and 
documents upon it. It has become a 
symbol of  hope, security, and steadfast-
ness. It is called The Resolute Desk.

Today homeschool parents are being 
pressured by the culture and even by 
some within the movement to abandon 
their mission and to compromise the 
first principles that helped guide and 
build the movement. Christians must 
not retreat from a culture steeped in 
darkness and must not flee the terror of  
secularism that rules the day. Christians 

must remain steadfast to their assigned 
mission of  bringing peace between men 
and God. Homeschool leaders are to 
proclaim hope not just to individual 
homeschool families or even to the 
Christian community, but they also are 
commanded to proclaim the hope of  the 
Gospel to a culture bound in the deep 
darkness of  sin. Jesus said, “You are 
the light of  the world.”—Matthew 5:14 
(NAS) Be steadfast.

Know this: that even if  all others aban-
don the mission, that even if  leaders 
themselves succumb to the bitter, cold 
reality of  a secular culture, God will 
bring His ship to safe harbor, manned 
or unmanned. God’s purpose will not be 
thwarted. He simply chooses to allow us 
to man His ship for His glory. Therefore, 
“You will not be afraid of  the terror by 
night…”—Psalm 91:5 (NAS) Be im-
movable.

Know as well that your vessel may never 
find safe harbor until the very eve of  His 
return, but rest assured that the rem-
nants of  your efforts will ever adorn the 
palace of  the King. All will see that He 
has written His name on you. “He who 
overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the 
temple of  My God, and he will not go 
out from it anymore; and I will write on 
him the name of  My God, and the name 
of  the city of  My God, the new Jerusa-
lem, which comes down out of  heaven 
from My God, and My new name.”—

Revelation 3:12 (NAS) Be resolute.

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast (resolute), immovable, always 
abounding in the work of  the Lord, 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in 
the Lord.”—I Corinthians 15:58 (NAS)

Sources:
1. Sandler, Martin W. (2006), The 

Resolute, New York, NY: Sterling 
Publishing Co, Inc., p. 171

2. Beattie, Owen, and Geiger, John 
(1989). Frozen in Time: Unlocking 
the Secrets of  the Franklin Expedi-
tion. Saskatoon: Western Pro-
ducer Prairie Books, p. 113

3. InterVarsity Press New Testa-
ment Commentary on Luke 16

Bill Jack has much experience in public educa-
tion and in youth ministry. He has appeared on 
numerous national media outlets and is the pro-
ducer of  several worldview training DVDs. As 
a founder of  Worldview Academy he continues 
to pursue his passion to raise up a generation 
who has the vision to reach their culture with the 
Gospel, who has the valor to engage that culture 
with the truth, and who rely on the virtue of  
the Word of  God. Bill Jack will be running the 
Teen Track at the 
2014 CHAP Con-
vention. Find more 
information online at 
www.worldview.org

The Resolute     the Resolute

Convention 
Blurbs

» Book Check

Why lug your books 
around the convention 
all day? Book check 
allows you to shop 
hands free. We’ll store 
your purchases in boxes, 
deliver them curbside, 
and even load them in 
your car! cost is $4 for 
the first box, $2 for each 
additional box, and $1 
for each oversized item. 
Make sure you stop by 
the chaP Book check 
booth conveniently 
located in the vendor 
hall and then shop till 
you drop! 

» Homeschool Mentors:

new this year is also a 
homeschool Mentor 
at the chaP Booth. 
the purpose is to offer 
one-on-one discussion 
with a seasoned 
homeschooler to any 
newer homeschooler 
who has some 
questions or just wants 
advice or opinions from 
someone who has been 
“around the block.” the 
folks at the chaP Booth 
will also be happy to 
answer any questions 
you may have about 
homeschooling. We're 
happy to serve you!
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Do you remember where you were when 
you first set eyes on your future spouse? 
Can you recall the butterflies, the dizzying excitement, 
and the gnawing fear of  possibly being shot down? 
Yeah, me, too! For me it was December 11, 1993, 
when the most beautiful, captivating, smart, fun-
hearted, and astounding woman walked into the room 
at a Christmas party...and it was over. Losing all cool 
points I begged her to go out with me just once, and 
she thought to herself, “Well, I don’t have to marry 
him...” but Suzanne and I were wed before God ten 
months later. 

And then kids happened. Don’t get me wrong, we 
love our five kids more than anything on earth even 
with the impromptu wrestling matches, unannounced 
burps, and loss of  couple time. 

And then homeschool happened. Me asking Suzanne, 
“Did God really call us to homeschool?” with her 
affirming for like the dozenth time, “Yes, honey.”  
More wrestling matches, but this time over who gets 
to do Rosetta Stone Spanish, whose turn it is for 
piano, and, oh by the way, it’s not my turn for trash 
this week. And even more loss of  couple time.

Are the days of  looking longingly uninterrupted into 
your best friend’s eyes gone forever? Well they might 
be, but they don’t have to be! Being totally sold out to 

homeschooling doesn’t mean you have to give up on 
growing your marriage. Here are some ideas to have 
an amazing marriage outside of  homeschooling:

SHHH! It’s Quiet Time
Let’s start with the basics: couple quiet time together 
in God’s Word. Now if  your homeschooling 
experience is anything like ours, doing a quiet time 
together every day is probably as likely as finally 
finishing the P90X workout, so go for reasonable. 
Like once a week, maybe early on a non-school day 
like Saturday morning for 15 minutes? Often times 
Suzanne will ask me to pick the passages of  Scripture 
which we’ll divide in two, her reading half  aloud, me 
reading the other half  aloud, and then us talking. 
Are we interrupted? Of  course, but stay focused on 
God and each other during this precious time and 
always finish out by praying to God together, an act 
of  unbelievable marriage intimacy.  And if  your two 
year-old wants to sneak in and pray with you, gladly 
welcome him, because youth is fleeting.

Date Your Best Friend
When we first met each other all we could think about 
was dating, but somewhere along the marital path 
those regular dates froze as thick as a skating pond in 
January.  So when Suzanne suggested we reinvigorate 
our marriage by dating, even if  just for a quick bite 
for lunch together during recess, I knew she was on to 
something. We even radically rearranged our calendars 
so that we had one weeknight of  minimal activities, 
so we could focus on each other. And like that, gone 
were the petty arguments we got into because we 
hadn’t been spending time together and freshly arrived 
are the feelings of  closeness and enthusiasm that rival 
our love-at-first-site meeting over 20 years ago.  

Like homeschooling, flexibility is key, so even though 
your date lunch might evolve into a date dinner or a 
date breakfast, try to regularly prioritize dates to keep 
your marriage growing and strong. It just might grow 
your intimacy together too.

Common Interests Yield  
Uncommon Results
Newly married and childless we had boatloads of  time 
to explore life together.  When God gifted us with 
kids, their hobbies and sports became our hobbies and 
sports – God is so good! Yet like carbon monoxide 
poisoning that’s odorless, colorless, and tasteless, it’s 
all too easy to grow apart as we chase after kids, clean-
up after dogs, and sweat over homeschool science 
projects. That’s why it is so vital to cultivate common 
interests outside of  homeschooling.  

For us ballroom dancing provided that spark, and we 
can even call it a date night. Even though I’m clunky, 
mechanical, and predictable, my wife’s got rhythm, and 
we delight in learning together how to Foxtrot, Waltz, 
and Rumba into a tizzy of  laughter and exhilaration. 
In a snapshot of  this experience, I’m dancing with this 
beautiful woman of  God, my best friend ever, and as 
I spin her around back into my arms, I say to myself, 
“Lord, I LOVE this woman!”  Dancing may not be 
your thing, but find something you both enjoy and 
pursue it like a winning lottery ticket.

We certainly haven’t figured it all out. We daily battle 
the garden variety challenges that spring up like weeds, 
but the joys and demands of  homeschooling benefit 
from a dad and mom who are dancing together in 
marital bliss before God and our beloved children 
He’s entrusted to us.
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Travis Zimmerman, Speak My Word Ministries’ Co-Founder, loves 
Jesus Christ with all of  his heart.  Over the past 26 years, his speak-
ing style has been described as electric, dynamic, and heart-felt. Travis 
has committed the past 13 years to memorizing God’s Word which 
he has spoken at national and state homeschool conventions, national 
conferences, retreats, camps, and churches.  His short video messages on 
The Daily Pulse at www.speakmyword.
org have logged 80,000+ views.  By 
God’s grace, Travis and Suzanne Zim-
merman have been joyfully homeschooling 
their five children for the past eight years. 
Travis Zimmerman will be speaking at 
the 2014 CHAP Convention. 

Convention 
Blurbs
» CHAP Giveaway Card 2014

chaP is once again excited to offer the chaP 
giveaway card. Be sure to pick up your card in the 
registration area, visit each booth listed on the card, 
and enter a chance to win some fabulous prizes 
(some valued at hundreds of dollars)! this is a great 
way to learn about our vendors. Don’t miss out on 
the chaP giveaway 2014!

having an 
Amazing 
marriage 
Outside of 
homeschooling 
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Have you ever noticed that Jesus did not 
follow a formula? When He healed, He some-
times touched the sick but other times simply spoke to 
them or their representatives. Occasionally His meth-
ods were very unconventional, as when He used spit 
to make mud to cover a man’s eyes, or put His fingers 
in a man’s ears, spat, and touched the man’s tongue. 
Those would not have been on my “how to heal” list! 
To get tax money He sent Peter to catch a fish with a 
coin in its mouth. What fun! Jesus treated each situa-
tion differently, often taking a very creative approach. 
The same principle should apply to our homeschool-
ing. We want to teach our children God’s law and 
testimony so they and generations not yet born will 
honor and glorify Him, and we want to give them a 
firm academic foundation. To do this we must be flex-
ible. It may seem easiest to use only methods which 
we find familiar and comfortable, but sometimes that’s 
not the best approach for our children. 

Ephesians 6:4 tells us (depending on your translation) 
not to exasperate, irritate, or provoke our children 
to wrath. Can you imagine or remember the frustra-
tion of  not understanding what is being taught? With 
my own children I often found that an approach 
which brought understanding to one child completely 
confused another. Instead of  blaming the curriculum 
for being unclear or accusing the struggling child of  
not really trying, it is better to adapt our methods and 
expectations to the child’s unique strengths, weak-
nesses, and maturation. God promises to give wisdom 
when we ask in faith (James 1:5). As we homeschool 
we must trust Him to give us the wisdom to teach in 
the way each child learns best.

There is a temptation for me to strive, not for God’s 
glory, but so that all my children meet my expectations 
and demonstrate that I have done a good job; however 
that serves my own ego, not my God. He created my 
children in His image and knows how He wants to use 
them. It is my job to teach them God’s law and share 
my life and the testimony of  the saints so that they 
know His love and can teach their own children. To 
achieve this often means stepping out of  my comfort 
zone, teaching differently than the way I was taught, 
and allowing my children to learn at their pace and 
mature in their time. After all, the Bible doesn’t have a 
scope and sequence! I also must be willing to set aside 
my vision of  what gets accomplished each year to 
allow God to work something completely different in 
the lives of  my children if  He chooses to do so. 

As homeschoolers, life is our classroom, and the 
Author of  life is our Teacher. Creation declares His 
handiwork and helps us have faith. Let us make the 
most of  the wonderful opportunities we have to help 
our children succeed and love their God.

Carlita Boyles is the co-author of  Math on the Level, a cur-
riculum that gives parents the tools to shape mathematics to 
each individual child’s needs. She taught for over 12 years in the 
public system and is now in the fifteenth year of  homeschooling 
her own children. She has a passion 
for helping parents confidently teach 
children in the way that children learn 
best. Carlita Boyles will be speaking 
at the 2014 CHAP Convention. 
Find more information online at www.
mathonthelevel.com

one Child at a time

Am I using the right curriculum? This is a question over 
which many of  us lose sleep. I am repeatedly asked what brand 
of  curriculum I’ve chosen, and the question still takes me by 
surprise. Twenty years ago when I started this insane, yet re-
warding journey, I never thought to stress over curriculum. Was 
I naïve? Granted twenty years ago the selection was not nearly 
as overwhelming. I’m constantly amazed at the volume of  mate-
rials available today. It’s staggering. 

As a former classroom teacher in both the public and private 
school realms, I had no choice in selection of  curriculum for my 
students. Books were presented, and students were expected to 
learn from them. Did you grow up that way? I sure did. 

As home educators we get to choose the worldview we want to 
present to our children, and that is magnificent! I chose all of  
my first child’s curriculum sight-unseen from a catalog. In fact 
my eighth and final student is using the same materials today 
that I bought for my first guinea pig…er…child. I’ve changed 
almost nothing about our curriculum, not because we have the 
best thing on planet earth, but because I’ve learned that curricu-
lum is not the cornerstone of  education. 

My graduating seniors have excelled academically, but not 
because of  any particular curriculum. Admittedly curriculum is 
necessary; however, curriculum is a tool, an inanimate object. 
If  a student does not possess a good attitude and willingness 
to work hard, it doesn’t matter what curriculum is purchased—
expensive or not. That student probably isn’t excited about his 
studies or even mildly interested in doing the work. Mom will 
probably need to be cracking the proverbial whip daily and after 
a few weeks or months will be completely burned out. 

Students can and should possess an inner drive and determination to master 
their daily material – to work with excellence. Parents really needn’t be 
cajoling their offspring, begging for cooperation day in and day 
out. When this kind of  thing is happening often a parent’s first 
thought is: “I must not be using the right curriculum or my son 
would be motivated.” Changing curriculum will probably not fix 
the problem. The problem is more likely a lack of  self-mastery. 

Self-mastery is the first of  three elements that are essential to 
raising children who are independent, motivated, and learn with 

excellence. We begin teaching our children self-mastery at a very 
young age. While they are still in diapers we are helping them 
form proper attitudes and behaviors that will shape them as 
adults. Sound scary? Yeah, it kind of  is. 

The formation of  attitudes and behaviors that are conducive to 
learning begins early on. Teaching our children self-mastery 
requires that we have self-mastery as well. Sorry about that. I 
hate that part too. As our children see us working on our areas 
of  personal weakness, they learn that life is a growing process. 
As they see us managing our tasks, doing things we don’t par-
ticularly like to do with a good attitude, they will learn to do the 
same. School work definitely is work, and it is not unreasonable 
to expect it to be done with a good attitude. 

If  you’ve ever watched This Old House or The New Yankee Work-
shop, the emphasis is not on which brand of  tools the builders 
are using, it is on the SKILL and VISION of  the craftsmen. 
The craftsmanship part is the ability and skill with which tools 
are used in order to achieve the stunning results. Do you feel 
equipped to teach the skills and vision part of  education to your 
children? The how of  self-mastery training? The how of  using 
tools and goal setting? When children learn to do these things 
they gain a sense of  purpose which results in self-motivation. 
Our goal in the early years is to create pliable hearts so that chil-
dren can learn well with whatever tools are placed in their young 
hands. As they grow and become more competent, we can allow 
them to use tools with less oversight, which definitely leads to 
self-motivation. Eventually the gift of  self-mastery will enable 
young adults to become master craftsmen.

Remember curriculum choice does not dictate a child’s success 
in life. Attitude, however, does. 

Joanne Calderwood is the best-selling author of  The Self-Propelled 
Advantage and The Self-Propelled Student Planners. She and her 
family present one-day Self-Propelled Advantage 
(SPA) Family Conferences across the country, 
and she is the heart behind www.URtheMom.
com  Joanne loves helping moms become UN-
DERwhelmed while giving students an advantage 
that lasts a lifetime. Joanne Calderwood will be 
speaking at the 2014 CHAP Convention. 

Tools and 
Craftsmanship

For generations 
to come – 
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ministries to the poor, and ended chattel slavery.4 Putting our hope in 
God gives us the opportunity to share hope with our children, who can 
then share it with the world.

 
Dr. Jeff  Myers is president of  Summit Ministries, a highly 
respected worldview training program whose tens of  thou-
sands of  graduates are making a difference in politics, law, 
academics, medicine, science, and business. Through his 
appearances on Fox News and other media programs, Dr. 
Myers has become a fresh voice offering humor and insight 
from a Christian worldview.  Dr. Jeff  Myers is the keynote 
speaker at the 2014 CHAP Convention. Find more infor-
mation online at www.summit.org

Notes:
1 Damon, William. The Path to Purpose (New York: Free Press, 2009).
2 Commission on Children at Risk, Hardwired to Connect: The Scientific Case 
for Authoritative Communities (New York: Institute for American Values, 
2003).
3 Smith, Christian Smith (2011), “Religious Tolerance: Karma, Christ, 
Whatever,” Huffington Post (9/16/11).
4 Stark, Rodney Stark. For the Glory of  God (Princeton, NJ: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2003), 291. 

Let’s say you parachuted into the middle of Cen-
tral Park in New York City and were told by a 
mysterious stranger, “There is a $5,000 diamond 
necklace waiting for you at Tiffany and Co. and it’s 
yours free on one condition. You have to claim it in the 
next 20 minutes or the deal is off.”

“But what is Tiffany and Co. and how do I get there?” you ask.

“I can’t tell you,” says your anonymous source. “You’ll have to 
find out on your own.”

Your heart begins pounding. You feel your pocket—smart-
phone must have fallen out during the jump. You’ve never been 
in New York City before. You can’t just wander around. You 
have 20 minutes.

Obviously you’d ask for directions. But who do you ask? And 
what happens if  they are wrong? You could ask more than one 
person just to be sure, but what if  their answers conflict?

If  you want the necklace, you’ll have to figure it out before your 
time runs out.

Five Questions, Five World-Changing Answers
Some things about the search for the Tiffany and Co. necklace 
are very much like real life. People who figure out what works 
in life are rewarded, and there is a time limit—one out of  every 
one person dies (you’ve probably noticed). There is a real world 
with real rules. 

Yet confusion reigns, even among young adults raised in house-
holds of  faith. 

•	 Only one in five young adults ages 12-22 has a 
sense of  purpose in life.1

•	 25% of  young adults are at risk of  not achieving 
productive adulthood.2 

•	 Young Christians are disengaging from their faith 
embracing instead what sociologist Christian Smith 
calls “liberal whateverism.”3

Homeschool families are not immune. If  our children are to 
stand for truth in a world of  lies they must see the Bible as 
more than just a guide for morality or an anesthetic to help 
people with a low pain tolerance get through life. 

In my experience parents who raise spiritually healthy kids 
show their children through instruction and lifestyle that the 
Bible forms answers to the five questions that every human 
asks:

•	 Where do we come from? We are created to bear 
God’s image.

•	 Who are we? Humans have intrinsic worth and 
dignity.

•	 What is real and true and how do we know? 
Purpose is not just contrived. God has a plan for 
us, and we can find it.

•	 How should we live? God’s rules for life lead to 
a much better life than what popular culture can 
deliver.

•	 What happens next? God’s redemption does 
more than just qualify us for heaven; it makes a 
difference in how we live now.

hope for your Family; hope for the World
Psalm 78 is a Psalm of  hope—a hymn about gaining courage 
to not repeat the mistakes of  the past. It says: “Give ear, O 
my people, to my teaching…We will not hide them from their 
children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds 
of  the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.” 
(ESV) 

At the end of  the day, this is what homeschooling is all about: 
giving our children hope that there is a right way to go in life, a 
way of  wisdom, a way of  life, and that those who walk in it can 
be a powerful source of  light in a dark time. 

In history it was Christians who believed the biblical answers to 
life’s ultimate questions that established free-market economies, 
liberated the oppressed from tyrannical governments, elevated 
the status of  women, built hospitals and schools, instituted 

Convention 
Blurbs
» CHAP Fundraising Days

help support chaP and make plans to 
eat lunch and/or dinner at either of the 
following restaurants near the Farm show 
complex on May 8th and 9th.

come to hoss's steak and sea house (61 
gettysburg Pike, Mechanicsburg, Pa 17055 
- only this location) anytime on May 8th 
and/or May 9th, and hoss's will generously 
donate a minimum of 20% of your total 
check to chaP. Please visit the events 
tab on the chaP website to print out the 
hoss's flyer needed to present at the time 
of your order. 

visit isaac’s Famous grilled sandwiches 
(421 Friendship road, harrisburg, Pa 
17111 - only this location) on Friday, May 
9th between 10:00 aM and 9:00 PM, and 
isaac's will generously donate 25% of your 
bill to chaP. Please visit the events tab on 
the chaP website to print out the isaac's 
flyer needed to present at the time of your 
order.

Please invite your family and friends to 
help chaP by eating at hoss's and isaac’s! 
Don't forget to print out the flyers to 
present at the time of your order.

That they may put their hope in God
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CHAP
Christian Homeschool Association of  Pennsylvania  
Serving homeschool familes all year long!
Follow us:

28th Annual CHAP 
Homeschool Convention

Friday & Saturday, May 9-10, 2014
PA Farm Show Complex

chaponline.com/2014convention


